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BOOK REVIEWS 

METHODS AND PRINCIPLES 

Introduction to the Science of Sociology. Robert E. Park and 
Ernest W. Burgess. The University of Chicago Press, 1921. 
xxi, 1040 pp. $4,50 net. 

This comprehensive and, in spite of the number of pages, quite 
portable volume is a source-book that will undoubtedly prove of 
considerable value to teachers of sociology. The method of selecting 
short and pregnant passages seems excellent since it permits the 
assemblage of a great variety of distinct points of view under a single 
cover. Each chapter is furnished with an introduction by the 
compilers, as well as by a selected bibliography, topics for themes, 
and questions for discussion. Experience seems to prove that even 
the most rigorously historical attitude toward social phenomena can 
not long remain wholly free from an attempt to formulate the pro- 
cesses involved in the events studied. Accordingly, anthropologists 
will do well to acquaint themselves with the views of men like Sumner 
and Hobhouse, Durkheim and SimmeJ. Even where they may feel 
inclined to doubt or qualify, they will derive stimulation, possibly 
leading to a more adequate formulation; and certainly the book 
before us will be of the greatest value in showing them the scope 
and character of recent sociological thought. 

Robert H. Lowie 

NORTH AMERICA 

Indian Village Site and Cemetery near Madisonville, Ohio. By 
Earnest A. Hooton and C. C. Willoughby. Papers of the 
Peabody Museum of American Archaeology and Ethnology, 
Harvard University. Vol. VIIL— No. 1. 1920 

Dr E. A. Hooton and Mr. C. C. Willoughby in this publication 
describe the results of eight years excavation of a prehistoric Indian 
village site and cemetery near Madisonville, Ohio. The. exploration 
was carried on intermittently from 1879 to 1911. It is a timely 
contribution to the field of Ohio archaeology and adds considerable 
information regarding the Fort Ancient culture. 
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The first section of the report deals with the history of the 
exploration from the time Dr. Metz discovered the cemetery until 
the exploration was completed in 1911. Following this the burials 
are dealt with and by careful comparisons with the mortality statis- 
tics of European countries, as well as on the basis of the historical 
evidence, it is concluded that the cemetery was probably the burying 
ground of a village of from four hundred and fifty to five hundred in 
population for a period of about a century immediately prior to 
1650. 

A comprehensive description of the cache pits including their 
purpose and present contents is followed by a mention of the hearths 
and post holes. In connection with the latter it seems as though 
the writers had missed a very important point. While the house 
circles nearby show the use of circular dwellings, in at least one case a 
rectangular structure was outlined by the post holes. This would 
indicate an early use of rectangular dwellings which later gave way 
to the circular type. 

The artifacts are very fully written up by Mr Willoughby in his 
usual clear manner. His descriptions are detailed and accurate and 
the specimens are compared with similar ones from elsewhere. They 
are well illustrated and the section concerning them constitutes one 
of the most important contributions of the book. 

The skeletal remains have been carefully studied by Dr. Hooton 
who includes the results of an investigation by Dr. Farabee on the 
femoral torsion. The conclusions reached by Dr. Hooton are that, 
while the Madisonville dwellers were related to the Tennessee 
Stone Grave group and the Iroquois group, they were probably 
more closely related to other groups in Ohio and Indiana that have 
not yet been studied. 

Another point which might well have received more attention 
is a study of the dog bones. In the two cache pits mentioned on 
page 32, five per cent of the bones found were dog bones. There 
was evidence — not mentioned — of careful burial having been given 
to at least one dog. Several others were not so carefully buried 
but were not disarticulated. Thus something of the status of the dog 
in the community and the different types of dog might have been 
included. A mound containing several skeletons, about one hun- 
dred yards east of the cemetery under a water tank on the "Stites 
property," was excavated in 1911 but is not mentioned. 

One error I notice on the map is that trench L seems to be 
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incorrectly located. It should be placed south of trench H and east 
of trench D. If it was desirable to refer to the gravel pits the one 
at the southwest corner of the cemetery, which has encroached on 
the latter, should have been noted as it is perhaps the most important. 
The article as a whole is well written and of timely interest to 
students of American archaeology. It is hoped that Mr. Willoughby 
and Dr. Hooton will be able to continue their work and publish 
the results of the other Peabody Museum expeditions to Ohio, for 
instance the one to the Turner group, which made so many unique 
and interesting discoveries. 1 Bruce W. Merwin 

SOUTH AMERICA 

Las Constelaciones del Orion y de las Hiadas. R. Lehmann-Nitsche, 
Buenos Ayres, 1921. (De la Revista del Museo de la Plata, tomo 
xxvi, paginas 17 a 69.) 

This is one of a series of forthcoming publications by the same 
author relating to the ethno-astronomy of primitive South America, 
an almost untrodden field in which it is most desirable that we should 
be aided and guided by the author's knowledge and experience. He 
introduces his subject by contrasting the attitude of primitive and 
civilized man towards the heavens, that of the former being based 
on some magical element or formula. For example primitive tribes 
regard the sun and moon as actual personages and they see in the 
moon an actual face instead of the image or comparison which we 
perceive (p. 2). This attitude must be studied and compre- 
hended by those who seek to interpret primitive ethno-astronomy. 
How were the constellations formed? They were recognized in very 
ancient and barbarous times in the Old World and, with a few con- 
spicuous exceptions, they have been associated with objects so 
arbitrarily chosen with respect to the alignment of their stars that it 
seems very unlikely that similar objects would be associated with the 
same stars by independent observers. The alignment of the stars of 
a constellation determined its name. Imaginary lines drawn from 
star to star on the boundaries of the constellation defined that align- 
ment. Similarities in the constellations of widely separated peoples 
may often be explained by Bastian's theory of elementary concepts. 
When certain phenomena, in this case cosmical, react in a similar 

1 Since this was written the report on the Turner group has appeared. (Papers of 
the Peabody Museum of American Archaeology and Ethnology, Harvard University, 
Vol. VIII, No. 3.)— Ed. 



